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The French way of life.
[A.D. 1775.
many opportunities of remark. I cannot pretend to tell the pub-lick any thing of a place better known to many of my readers than to myself. We can talk of it when we meet.
' I shall go next week to Streatham, from whence I purpose to send a parcel of the History every post. Concerning the character of Bruce, I can only say, that I do not see any great reason for writing it; but I shall not easily deny what Lord Hailes and you concur in desiring.
'I have been remarkably healthy all the journey, and hope you and your family have known only that trouble and danger which has so happily terminated. Among all the congratulations that you may receive, I hope you believe none more warm or sincere, than those of, dear Sir,
' Your most affectionate,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
' November 16,1775 *.*
'To MRS. LUCY PORTER, IN LICHFIELD".
'DEAR MADAM,
'This week I came home from Paris. I have brought you a little box, which I thought pretty; but I know not whether it is properly a snuffbox, or a box for some other use. I will send it, when I can find an opportunity. I have been through the whole journey remarkably well. My fellow-travellers were the same whom you saw at Lichfield3, only we took Baretti with us. Paris is not so fine a place as you would expect. The palaces and churches, however, are very splendid and magnificent; and what would please you, there are many very fine pictures; but I do not think their way of life commodious or pleasant4.
1 He wrote to Dr. Taylor on the same day:—' I came back last Tuesday from France. Is not mine a kind of life turned upside down ? Fixed to a spot when I was young, and roving the world when others are contriving to sit still, I am wholly unsettled. I am a kind of ship with a wide sail, and without an anchor.' Notes and Queries, 6th S., v. 422.
a There .can be no doubt that many years previous to 1775 he corresponded with this lady, who was his step-daughter, but none of his earlier letters to her have been preserved. BOSWELL. Many of these earlier letters were printed by Malone and Croker in later editions. See i. 594.
3  When on their way to Wales.   July 7, ijj^post, vol. v.
4  Smollett wrote (Travels, i. 88) :—'Notwithstanding the gay dis-
'Let*; I                                        *'
